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16 September 1982

Secretary General
National Research Council
Bangkok 9, Thailand

Dear Sir,

The expedition which was organized to make a preliminary
investigation of the Mlabri ("Phitongluang”™) language (your
reference 0408/1 7968) as spoken in the Nan province, took
place 3 September-1l7 September 1982, The members of the
expedition were Dr. Theraphan L, Thongkum from the Depart-
ment of Linguistics, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkokj
Professor Jorgen Rischel from the Department of Phonetics,
Univereity of Copenhagen, Denmark; and Professor Spren
Egerod from the Department of East Asian Languages, also
University of Copenhagen; Dermark.

We left Bangkok for Nan by air on 3 September and pro-
ceeded on 5 September to the P, Phae camp of the Center for
Developmental Asaistance to the Pribal People of Nan Ppovince,
where the Director of the Center, Nai Sangwan Awnphao, had
arranged for our acocomodation, A messenger had been sent in
advance to the Maeo village of Phu Kpaeng, vhere a temporary
settlement of Mlabris was known to exist. Ajready on the day
of our arrival two Mlabri men, known as A; Tha and Ai Wang,
arrived at Py Phae, and we were able to start our linguistic
work at once. An interpreter, Nai’ Suraphon Saengsichaowaphan,
who knows Mageo, Northern Thai and Central Thai, assisted us for
the duration of the project, a circumstance which was of crucial
importance since most Mlabris know some Mpeo or some Northern
Thai, but no Central Thai. After two days Al Tha and Ai Wang
left for Phu Khaeng and Af{ Tha returned on the next day together
with another Mlabri man, Ay T,onge Ai Tha and Al Thong stayed
with us till 15 September, when they left the camp to rejoin



their group, several of whom had, in the meantime, visited us
at Pa Phae.

The linguistic interviews lasted most of the day for ten
days, and were in our estimation highly successful. We managed
to get a satisfactory grasp of the phonetics of the Miabri lan-
guage, as well as a large vocabulary, consisting of systematic
word lists covering animals, body parts, numbers (which are however
not frequently or consistently used by the Mlabris), atmospheric
phenomena, names of plants (pot many), instruments used in daily
life, and other terms characteristic of Mlabxi culture, relationghip
terms ( not & very extensive ligt), as well as hundreds sf v2rbs
and adjectives which are normally used with the nouns elioited.
finally, we were able to haye thg informants form a nurber of
basic sentences which gave us a rudipentary idea of word oxder
and sentence structure. Unavoidable deficiencies in the: vocabnlary
lists stem from the fact that we have not yet had an opportunity
to actually follow the oxdinery daily life of the Mlabri peopli,
A1l the materda] was recorded simultaneously on thrss tipe recorders,
and will be available to the members of the expedition for further
research in Thailand and Denmark.

It is our hope to be able to write up a joint paper in a not
too distant future presenting this material gathered in the field
together with a definite conclusion on the genetic rnelationships
of Mlabri to other lénguagesx(ve are quite certain that it is to be
placed among the Mon-Khmer languages ., and think the language exhibits
some quite archaic features), Wr think we have established without
doubt that the correct name of the language is Mlabei (pbcnotioally
mlafbrif, "Forest people") and not Mpebri as previouely stated, and
that probably the alternative designation Yumbri is a corruption of
Yongbri ("Mgn of the Foreat")' a less general term than Mjgbri.

We wish to express our thanks to the Ntional Research Council,
as well as to all Thai individuals and organizations which have made
the expedition possible, and we would like to express the hope that
we may later continue our investigations of Mlabri on a follow=up
fieldtrip,

o (7213c(kg f%;ka~<§?< of
e sy

Jorgen ‘Rigchel Soren Egerod
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